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allied itself with France even after the troops of
the latter power had deliberately violated Prus-
sian territory. While the matter was pending,
war was so imminent that the order to mobilise
the Westphalian troops had actually been issued,
and Bliicher had declared that the moment of
meeting the French as enemies would be the
happiest of his life.

Prussia had sold her soul for Hanover and,
as. a direct result, became involved in a war
with England which caused great harm to her
own commerce. One can imagine the general
rage and indignation, now, when it was learned
that, after all, Napoleon contemplated restoring
Hanover to England. Beside himself with indig-
nation, Bliicher in July, 1806, took it upon himself
to write to Frederick William:

France means honestly by no power, least of all by
your royal Majesty, who forms the sole remaining
obstacle to her policy of conquest and subjugation in
Germany. ... All faithful subjects of your royal
Majesty, all true Prussians, and especially the army,
have felt and still feel the indignity of these French
proceedings; and all wish soon, right soon, to avenge
with blood the nation's injured honour. Whoever
represents France's conduct to your royal Majesty in
any other light, whoever advises your royal Majesty
to continue making concessions, and remaining at
peace with this nation is either very indolent, very
short sighted, or else has been bought with French
gold.